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Annual Membership Mee<ng
The SHSAA annual membership mee2ng is scheduled for Saturday, October 23, 2021. In
an eﬀort to ensure the highest likelihood that we will be able to meet in person, we ask
that everyone observe the health and safety protocols at place at the 2me of our event.
The mee2ng will start at 9:00 AM and end around 11:00. Our program will include a yearend report, a Q&A session, and the elec2on of SHSAA directors. Special guests include
Mrs. Christy Nickerson, South High School Principal and Ja-Kye Carpenter, this year’s
winner of the William R. Davy Academic Excellence Scholarship Award. Addi2onal 2021
scholarship winners will also join us. We look forward to seeing you at the mee2ng.

Photo Credits: The compila2on of picnic photos on pages 6-7 were taken by SHS
alumni Steve Stoll (’63), Richard Thomas (’70), and Ruthie Basye Simons Darling (’73). They
each have a way of capturing special moments. A special thank you to these three for sharing
their talent and 2me with SHSAA.

It’s that time of the
year again. Our
annual membership
dues are coming due
by the end of the
year. Please go
online and make a
quick and safe
payment or send a
check when you
relieve your renewal
notice in the mail

Topsy Turvy 2021
What a year! When was the last time you
heard the phrase topsy turvy? Well, we
dusted it off because it so accurately
describes 2021, the second full year of
COVID. It means a state of chaos or disorder.
Everything seems to be upside down. Up is
down and down is up. In spite of that, SHSAA
accomplished a great deal this year.
This newsletter has been delayed for several
months as SHSAA moves through a year of
uncertainty and caution. We have slowly
begun to re-engage through various inperson events and activities. They included
several events.
Our Meet & Greet events began in May. After
several months of discussion, we also
decided to hold our 19th annual Picnic and
Car Show. And after an uncertain start to the
season, SHSAA volunteers were asked to
provide concessions for the football games.
Approximately 300 alumni and friends
attended the picnic on September 19th. An
unseasonably hot and sunny day greeted
everyone at our new venue where a new
menu and a slightly revised format were in
place. Food trucks replaced our normally
catered meal which allowed personal choice
and a la carte selections.

We gathered at the Shamrock Club and
enjoyed their facility which we had
previously used for our Spring Flings.
Ticket prices were reduced to $5. More
than 50 cars were on display.
Our membership stayed steady at just
under 400 individuals for 2021.Our annual
membership meeting is being held at
Planks on Parsons Avenue on Saturday,
October 23, 2021. We will elect four
directors to the SHSAA Board of Directors
from a slate of current directors who are
running unopposed. They are Don Caldwell
(’69); Ruby Arnold (’66); Larry Latta (’72);
and Sharon Selby (’64). A sample ballot
can be found inside this issue.
Saving the biggest announcement
until last. In 2021, SHSAA was endowed
with a $100,000 gift from William (Bill)
Davy (’66) to provide an annual $10,000
Academic Excellence Scholarship Award to
a top performing SHS senior. The first
recipient, Ja-Kye Carpenter was selected in
June.
Read the bittersweet account of the topsy
turvy developments related to this award.
Story on page 4.

2021 Alumni News

Fall/Winter of 2021

This year has been a challenge. Covid has a ected just about every aspect of our
organiza on. In spite of that, we distributed the single largest dollar amount of
scholarships this year. We maintained our membership census at approximately 400
members. We slowly ins tuted some of our in-person events and we have provided
selected grants to sta -ini ated projects at the school. Financially, we have been able
to maintain a posi ve cash ow. Dona ons are up. Membership dues are steady, and
expenses lower than past years. Our concession income has dipped but we an cipate
that will increase as more restric ons are li ed. We are weathering the storm.

Dear Members and Friends of the South
High School Alumni Associa

Larry La a ‘72

The SHSAA
Board of
Directors
presents its
slate of
director
nominees.
Each
individual has
previously
served on the
Board and is
running
uncontested.

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A HOME FOR YOUR SHS ARTIFACTS? Many alumni may
have South High ar facts (yearbooks, banners, pictures, newspapers, athle c clothing
or equipment, lms, or any number of other pieces of South High History) who may be
looking for a home for them as you downsize, move, or are just doing spring cleaning.
Please consider dona ng these items to SHSAA for preserva on and occasional display.
We currently have the largest collec on of such ar facts but are always looking to add
interes ng and memorable items to the collec on. for more informa on contact: Carol
Wolfenbarger or Larry La a for more informa on. (cwolfenbar@aol.com or
la a1013@aol.com)

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Do you like to be a part of alumni func ons such as our
dances, picnics, meet & greets, monthly breakfasts, and serving concessions at
SHS athle c events? Well, we could use your help. We need people to help us
provide these much enjoyed member services. Do you have a talent for taking
pictures, wri ng ar cles, or organizing materials that can be used on our
website or in the newsle er? What about serving on our Scholarship
Commi ee to help us evaluate and select candidates? Your SHSAA is a member
service organiza on. Please consider how you can help us deliver on our
promise to keep the spirit and values we experienced at South High alive
through the services and events we provide. Contact Larry La a to volunteer.
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2021 Scholarship
Awards

Terri ‘Onnia Riley is passionate about
helping people. She has volunteered
in day care centers, senior facilities,
and Children’s Hospital throughout
high school. Her models are women
in helping professions. She is
attending Heidelberg University
where she is majoring in nursing.

SHSAA awarded seven scholarships this year totaling
$23,500. We want to introduce you to the scholarship
grantees. They represent a cross section of interests
and backgrounds but share a common goal of
enhancing their futures through continuing education.

Princess Dweh is a unique
student that stands out in a
crowd. Her leadership skills,
compassion, and work ethic were
recognized in the classroom and
on the softball field. She is
attending Malone University
where she is majoring in Social
Work.

We are proud of their accomplishments to date, and
wish them the best for their futures.
A special thanks to Ms. Marwa Berri, the College
Advising Manager at South High School, and to Ms.
Christy Nickerson, SHS Principal, for their commitment
to the students and their support of SHSAA’s
scholarship efforts.

Ja-Kye Carpenter is the first
recipient of the William R. Davy
Academic Excellence Award.
This $10,000 award was granted
to him after a rigorous review
process and consideration of his
overall academic achievements
and potential.
Ja-Kye entered OSU for his
freshman year in August of 2021. He is planning to
be a neurosurgeon and has set his goals accordingly.
His medical aspirations are tied to a commitment to
serve that developed early in his life. While at South
for example, he obtained a surgical technician
certification from the CCS Career Center in addition
to his regular studies. He is an exceptional young
man with a bright future. We are proud to inscribe
his name on the Academic Excellence trophy.

Ronmel Robinson combines
different talents and interests.
He is a solid student, an athlete,
and has a particular interest in
all things creative. He is
attending Otterbein University
where he is majoring in Art.

Juan Gomez excelled at South
High School. He was selected as
the 2021 valedictorian earning a
4.0 GPA for his high school career.
He is attending Otterbein
University where he is majoring in
business. His determination and
hard work will take him far.

Matthew Sailor is the recipient of
the 2021 Jim Driggs Memorial
Award. He exemplifies the values,
determination, and hard work this
award honors. He excels as a rugby
player at Lindenwood University
where his determination is a plus. He
is the grandson of Chuck Sailor (’64).

4.

Evon Arnold is a multi-tasker who
does many things well. Her
communication and athletic skills set
her apart from other students. She
won the respect of students and
teachers alike. She is attending
Central State University where she is
majoring in Communications.

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AWARD

SHSAA RECEIVES $100,000 TO FUND ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP
In December of 2020, Larry Latta,
received a call from William Davy, a
1966 graduate of South High School.
Bill asked Larry if the SHSAA would work
with him to achieve a worthy goal.
Simply put, he wanted to create a
scholarship dedicated to academic
Bill Davy ‘66
excellence for a deserving South High
School senior each year.
It seems that Bill toured South High a few years back and
was impressed with the transformation the building had
undergone in 2008 -2010. The upgrades, renovations,
new construction, and general overhaul quality of the
facility were impressive
One feature that really caught his attention was the
trophy case array in the new cafeteria. His guide that day,
made a special effort to point out the number, type and
variety of athletic trophies on display. They certainly
convey excellence, achievement, and a high level of
performance over the years.
Before the tour ended Bill asked, “Are there any trophies
attributed to academic excellence?’ Sadly the guide could
not point to any. Bill told Larry that it was at that moment
that he decided to make a difference.
Bill said, “Here’s what I would like to do. I want to create
an academic excellence scholarship that will award a
$10,000-a-year scholarship to the graduating senior who
is assessed to be the best all-around academic achiever in
the senior class. I also want to create a large trophy that
lists the name and graduating class year of each annual
winner. I will donate $100,000 to establish this annual
award.”
Larry assured Bill that SHSAA would work with him to
realize this vision beginning with the Class of 2021.
Carol Wolfenbarger and the Scholarship Committee began
working in May 2021 with Bill, South’s Principal Mrs.
Christy Nickerson, and staff to create selection criteria and
a process for students to be considered. Five students
were selected as finalists. In June, Ja-Kye Carpenter was
selected as the first recipient of the new scholarship.

It was a bittersweet moment. Midway through
the selection process, Bill notified us that he had
unexpectedly been diagnosed with terminal cancer.
Bill died in July of 2021 before the first scholarship in
his name was awarded. We were stunned at his
sudden death.
In his honor, the award was named
the William R. Davy Academic
Excellence Scholarship Award. As he
wished, a large permanent trophy
with each annual winner’s name
inscribed on it will be on display in
a significant spot in the same
trophy case that originally
motivated Bill to envision this
award. This $10,000 academic scholarship award is
the single largest such award granted by any public
school alumni association in the state of Ohio.
Bill was a loving
husband and
father, an
accomplished
educator,
musician,
mathematician, sailor, coach, software developer,
and entrepreneur. It’s safe to say, his life stands as an
excellent example to which South High School
students can aspire.

In the midst of COVID, this gesture of generosity,
school spirit, and a genuine desire to encourage and
reward academic achievement, stands out as a
unique gift to the school, to the alumni association,
and to each student elected for this honor.
Jerry Driggs ’69
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2021 Annual Picnic & Car Show
The People and Cars Are Back!
Amid the disruption caused by
COVID in 2020 and 2021,
SHSAA held the 19th annual
Picnic and Car Show on
September 26th, 2021.
A new venue, the Shamrock
Club on South High Street, was
selected for this picnic reboot.
Since our last picnic in 2019, YPark was sold to a new owner
who is not offering rentals.
COVID 2020 forced a
cancellation of all in-person
SHSAA events, so a new venue
was required for 2021.
Because of the uncertainty of
how in-person events were
going to be handled, the
SHSAA Board felt we needed
more flexibility in our picnic
and car show format.
We established four priorities.
(1) New location; (2) More
flexibility with the food menu;
(3) Lower admission costs; (4)
Plenty of space for the car
show; and (5) Reestablish a
safe venue for friends to
reconnect.
The initial feedback is that we
accomplished most of these
goals. Three food trucks
offered a la carte menus. Our
host, the Shamrock Club, had
an open bar for soft drinks and
beverages. We had plenty of
room for the approximately 65
cars that were on display. The
admission ticket price was
$5.00. We had approximately
300 paid attendees. The venue
provided space for safe
interactions but we couldn’t
control the weather. It was
unseasonably warm. The
biggest complaint was there
weren’t enough shaded areas
to escape the heat.
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Gone Too Soon

In Memoriam

It is with deep sadness that SHSAA
shares the news of
the death of Torian
(Tory) Davis Bailey, a
21-year old senior at
Ohio University.

Our last Bulldog Bulletin was released
in September of 2020, more than a
year ago! Usually we publish a
minimum of three times a year.
COVID made us extra cautious in
2021 about our activities and our
expenditures. Much has been
consolidated in this issue.

Tory was involved in
an auto accident in
September of 2021
that took his life.
In 2020, he was the
recipient of an SHSAA Bulldog Legacy
Scholarship award. He was the
grandson of Jeri Burton (class of ’66)
and nephew of Sharon Selby (class of
’64).

We apologize that our newsletter
publication schedule was altered but
this issue highlights the activities and
services we were able to continue
through this crazy year.

We were impressed with his drive,
enthusiasm for learning, his unique
outlook on life, as well as his academic
achievements and potential for success.
He had a maturity beyond his years and
a curiosity for life that surely came from
his strong and loving family.

One telling feature of this issue is our
section reserved for remembering
the alumni friends and classmates
that we have lost. This version of IN
MEMORIAM cites more than 170
notices of South High School alumni
and friends who have passed since
our last publication.

When we experience loss, we all face
the inevitable reality that this life is
temporary and that those that we care
about the most often leave before we
are ready for them to go. Their going
leaves a hole. There is no greater
evidence of this than Tory’s passing.

As you go through the names listed
here, imagine them in their teen
years as they experienced growing up
while attending South High School.
Although the generations stretch
across nearly 100 years, my guess is
we all shared common experiences
on Anne Street in the Southend of
Columbus Ohio that influenced the
rest of our lives.

Our sympathies are extended to his
parents and sister, his entire extended
family, and his network of friends
whose lives were changed by his life
and lessened by his passing.
SHSAA is honored to have been a small
part of his life as he pursued his
dreams.

And then we became adults. We had
careers, families, accomplishments
and disappointments. Our lives were
influenced by our high school years.
Each name represents a life story that
has a common chapter titled SOUTH
HIGH SCHOOL.
SHSAA is proud to remember our
friends and classmates.
If we have inadvertently missed
anyone, please notify us so that we
can include them in our next issue.
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In Memoriam
Sadness Mixed
With Smiles
Are you like me? Reading the
names on these lists as you enjoy
that morning cup of co ee or an
evening glass of wine, changes your
day. Sadness mixes with smiles.
Any one of these names can bring
back a memory of that person
related to South High School. It
could be a class, a conversa on, a
song, a date, or a special moment
that you recall as if it just
happened. It reminds us of a life
long ago that feels like yesterday.
We were standing on the rim of the
world ready to jump in to make our
mark. We were lled with
expecta ons and dreams.
I hope each person on this list, in
their own way, got to experience
life’s thrills and rewards.
Their obituaries speak of loving
families, children and grand
children, partners who loved
beyond reason, work that was a
source of accomplishment and
pride, pats on the back when they
needed them most, chances to feel
important and needed, the thrill of
being truly happy, and of friends in
their nal us moments.
Hopefully, those of who remain will
smile, laugh out loud, shed a tear,
or simply say thank-you as we
remember and honor the
friendships we shared and the
bonds that were formed those
many years ago.
Jerry Driggs ‘69
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More Picnic Personalities
In Memoriam

Life is Short.
Be sure to…
Be kind.
Respect all people.
Think before you talk.
Listen more than you talk.
Help each other.
Enjoy each other.
And hug the people you love.

It’s hard to miss
someone who gave
you so much to
remember.
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Part of the Communit

South High Alumni, Friends, Neighbors & Community
By Michelle E. Madowski
South Central Commons Block Watch
Reprinted from Facebook posted October 4, 2021

It takes a Village & we need your support! It's that me of year again to
raise funds for the annual South High School 2021 Football Banquet.
With the passionate direc on of Coach George W. Yates II, our team has
con nued to grow. All 60+ players, their families, and the coaches will be
invited to share this special evening of recogni on and apprecia on.
Let's join together and raise funds support these deserving young men to
congratulate them on their season. They are having a good season and
deserve our support.
Our local block-watch organiza on, South Central Commons supported the
2019- 2021 teams with individual sponsorships to purchase their uniform
player packages. In return, these players con nuously volunteer their me
at the local community garden & power washing the stadium.
South Central Commons is a 5013C non pro t organiza on and your
dona on is tax deduc ble. 100% of the dona ons will go to the Football
team. We do not accept a fee to use the 5013c. If dona ons exceed the
amount for food & drink the addi onal funds will be applied towards
awards for the players.
Join with me and donate towards the cause. Let’s stand behind our students
and let them know their community supports them. “Our goal is to bring
the community to the school and bring the kids back into the community.”

SHSAA joins with Michelle and South Central Commons in suppor ng this
event. We will be dona ng on behalf of the alumni associa on. We are
proud to be a part of this e ort and thank Michelle for the work they do for

The Power of Partnerships
Coach George Yates recently announced several new addi ons to the athle c facili es
at South High School as the result of generous dona ons from several South High
supporters. Over $45,000 of new lockers and tness equipment have been installed.
These addi ons were driven primarily by the Kelley family, Terry and Michele Kelley.
Other contributors included Peggy Kelley, Michael Bauman, Christopher Bauman, and
Jim & Viv Williams.
Coach Yates explained the impact this new equipment and other dona ons have had
on the spirit and par cipa on of students, not just in football but in all sports at
South.
In a recent video released by the Columbus City Schools he said, “This simply
wouldn’t have been possible without the support of the Kelley family.” He pointed
out, “The impact has been fabulous. The kids are buying in and par cipa ng more. It’s
fabulous!”
SHSAA also donates from our concession sales to purchase state-of-the-art helmets
for the football team, uniforms for the bowling team, equipment for the wrestling
team, so ball equipment and other items.
Superintendent /CEO Dr. Talisa Dixon reiterated Coach Yates asser ons. She said, “The
power of the partnership really helped elevate our school district this year.” We
agree!
Watch the full video at: https://www.facebook.com/ColumbusCitySchools/videos/2917786961806177/

South High School and for the community.
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